Thoracoscopic repair for a pleuroperitoneal communication in a child on peritoneal dialysis.
Massive hydrothorax is an uncommon complication in children on continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD). In this paper, we present a case of a 6-year-old child on CAPD presenting with an acute hydrothorax after the introduction of peritoneal dialysis. The diagnosis was confirmed with thoracocentesis and comparing the presence of high glucose concentration in the aspirate to that of the serum. Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery was performed, and a pleuroperitoneal communication was found and repaired. CAPD was resumed 1 week later. We recommend thoracoscopic repair as the first-choice method for repair of pleuroperitoneal communications in pediatric patients.